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Inside this packed extra issue:  

Update on the Community Consultation for a possible affordable homes project in 
the parish… visit to Thursford Collection to see the future proposals at the site…TA 
and MOT launches…Planning matters…Consultation for the possible Norwich 
Western route…A job advert for a cleaner…BT Box Restoration…Agenda for the 
special July Parish Council Meeting…Reports from various village activities…Free 
wood…Dates for the Diary 

 

 
  
When You Need a Helping Hand  
  
Many of us are all too aware that as we 
get older or find ourselves in poor health, 
achieving some of the small things we 
used to take for granted, can get more and 
more difficult.  
  
That’s why a few of us in the village have 
got together a new group called Thursford 
Assist, which launches on 1st July.  
  
If you need a helping hand now or in the 
future we are here to help, providing a 
wide range of short term assistance. It 
might be doing a bit of shopping, picking 
up a prescription or walking the dog when 
it is difficult to get out. It might be carrying 
out minor repairs like mending a gate or 
changing a hard to reach light bulb. It 
could be putting the wheelie bins out, or 
perhaps a minor bit of gardening such as 
planting out a few bedding plants you’d 
love to see in bloom but just can’t reach 
down to plant. It might simply be a friendly 
call to have a chat and make sure 
everything is OK.  
  
There’s some information too. We have 
prepared a ‘trusted trader list’ for larger 
jobs, an A – Z of information about 
suppliers and services that are available to 
those who live in Thursford.  
  

In due course, we aim to pop round and 
introduce ourselves to every household in 
the village. In the meantime, if you’d like a 
helping hand or know of someone in the 
village who could do with a little 
assistance, please call Chris and Janet on 
01328 878476, or Nigel on 07826 067935 
and one of our group will give you what 
help we can.  
  
You’ll find information and contact details 
on  thursford.org.uk/thursford-assist.  
  
Norwich Western Link Consultation 
  
NCC has identified the Norwich Western 
Link as one of its top infrastructure 
priorities. 
  
The final section of the Northern 
Distributor Road, or Broadland Northway, 
has opened which is significantly 
shortening journey times for many people 
as well as changing the way people travel 
around the greater Norwich area. 
  
NCC are now in the middle of an eight-
week public consultation about the 
Norwich Western Link, asking people 
about their experiences of travelling 
through the area to the west of Norwich 
and what, if anything, should be done to 
tackle any transport issues that exist.  
  
The consultation closes at midnight on 
Tuesday 3 July and, if you haven’t done 
so already, you are urged to make your 
views known and respond to the 
consultation via www.norfolk.gov.uk/nwl 
before it closes.  It should take less than 



10 minutes to complete the consultation 
questionnaire and it’s very important that 
NCC get as many responses as possible, 
from a wide range of people. 
  
Please note, at this stage NCC are not 
proposing any options – just gathering 
evidence to come up with what we hope 
will be the most effective proposals.  At 
the point that they have any proposals, 

they will carry out further consultation on 
these. 
  
NCC are happy to meet and discuss the 
project and the consultation, answer any 
questions you discuss your needs and 
priorities. For any further information e 
mail the team at 
norwichwesternlink@norfolk.gov.uk  

 
News from St Andrews 
The Church is now open to visitors all the time (although the vestry remains locked). The 
annual maintenance work has been carried out – this includes repairs to the roof and 
cleaning of gutters. The PCC is waiting for quotations for works to be done for Phase Three 
of the Restoration Project. Friday 22nd June saw the return of the fantastic Purcell School of 
Music.  This was an Outreach Concert featuring the royal harpist, Anne Denholm and a third 
visit to St Andrews for the School of Music. The Plant Stall at the Village Green on 4th June 
made £165.50.  Thank you to everyone who supported this by both bringing and buying 
plants.  The proceeds will go to St Andrews for the much-needed Phase Three. 

 
Cleaner Wanted 

 
Cleaner needed for occasional work in small cottage in Thursford 

Contact Jo McKenzie  jomckenzie@waitrose.com Tel 020 8449 4813 

Community Housing Project 

The consultation event held on 2nd June was well attended and NNDC received over 20 
replies to the consultation.  For those who may not have a chance to hear about this 
possible project or given their views, we will be holding a special Parish Council meeting on 
Monday 2nd July to discuss the responses received.  

 



 

The discussion at our July Parish Council 
Meeting will consider the possible next 
steps, as identified by the Housing Team 
at NNDC: 

It is suggested that Thursford Parish 
Council support the following next steps 
which can take place in parallel. 

 Explore Interest in Setting Up a 
Community-led Group 

Most consultees support the idea that the 
housing development is Community-led 
(11 out of 14).  Eleven consultees provide 
their contact details. 

We could organise a meeting of these 11 
people (plus any Parish Councillors 
interested).  This group may decide to set 
up a formal community-led housing group. 
This group would lead on the affordable 
housing development. 

Alternatively, the group may be willing to 
act as an advisory group and so help 
ensure the views of the village are taken 
into account whilst leaving the housing 
association to lead on the development. 

 Look for Alternative Sites 

Some consultees expressed concern 
about the existing site and one consultee 
suggested an alternative site for an 
affordable housing scheme.  A back up 
site would be useful if the existing site 
runs into any problems. 

 Work up Design for Existing Site 

Broadland Housing Association is in 
discussions with the land owner.  The 
discussions will establish the size and 
precise location of the site and the initial 
site design. 

Progress with these next steps will be 
reported to future meetings of the Parish 
Council. 

We also hope to have an update from 
Broadland Housing following their site 
meeting with the landowner. 

 

BT Box gets more than a lick! 

Thanks to a small team of parishioners we 
are now having our BT box refurbished.  
Its over 5 years since we bought it for a £1 
from BT, so the original paintwork has 
lasted well.  David, Chris, Nigel and Lance 
- thank you for your recent efforts. 

 

 

 

 

Thursford Collection Proposals – steaming ahead! 

Thanks to Charlie and George Cushing for inviting village residents to the Garden Pavilion to 
see their proposals for the Museum site. Both Charlie and George as well as Planning 
Consultants were on hand to answer questions.  There was also a table full of delicious 
homemade cakes and pastries!  The Collection has recently bought a field on the north side 
of the Museum site, with the intention of making maximum use of this by installing a new 
Staff Car Park (much needed during the Christmas Show period) and making the existing 
staff car park area into an indoor Childrens’ Interactive education and play experience as 
well as an extended outside area for recreation. Everything will be landscaped. The plans for 
the project have gone to pre-planning stage and a planning application is expected to be 



submitted by early July.  This is an ambitious project which intends to provide play and 
education opportunities for children “steam themed” around the Museum as well as an 
exciting outdoor recreation space.  The ultimate ambition is to maximise the use of the site 
all year round and provide an appealing complex for all ages.  Our visit not only provided an 
insight into the new plans, but also allowed us to see the existing splendour of the gardens 
and grounds at the Museum.  

Men of Thursford (MOT’s) 

Thursford men have now held a couple of very successful evenings to kick off proceedings. 
They meet at 6.30pm on the first Thursday of each month, at a local pub (The Barsham 
Arms so far), enjoying a 2/3 course meal, and spend the evening together. No formal 
business is included, just a social get together for local ‘Gents’, and in the future possibly 
inviting someone to give a short talk about something of mutual interest.  

If anyone is interested in joining us on Thursday July 5th, at The Barsham Arms, you will be 
very welcome.  

Please contact Peter Markwell (01328 878578) - peter@markwellandson.co.uk  

or Gordon Drake (01328 878995) - zd862@btinternet.com  

Wood for collection 
Free fire wood (these are large logs which will need to cut up before burning) at the back of 
Bushells Yard for the village residents. Please contact the Museum Office on 01328 878477 
and speak to Gary Pointer or Ben Sands. 

Next Parish Council meeting 

The next Parish Council meeting has been brought forward from its usual slot at the 
beginning of September, to Monday 2nd July.  The meeting starts at 7.00 p.m. and is held in 
the Methodist Chapel. Items on the agenda will include the possible Community Housing 
Project; Thursford Collection proposals (which may have gone to planning stage by this 
date); an update on the Potato Plant which has recently started on the Melton Road.  Public 
are always welcome at our meetings and there is an opportunity for public participation time. 

Dates for the Diary:  

Saturday 4th August Norton’s Farm, Balls Lane.  A Cheese and Wine.  Proceeds will be 
jointly split between Lt. Snoring and Thursford Parish Churches. 

Saturday 21st July 77th Annual Show at the Old School, Fulmodeston. This is the Thursford, 
Barney and Fulmodeston Food Production Club Event.  

Tuesday 24th July Visit to Raveningham Hall.  Car Share from the Old School, Fulmodeston 
£10 incl. tea and coffee. A Food Production Club Event. 

Tuesday 11th September Sally Frances from Norfolk Saffron at 7.00 p.m. Old School, 
Fulmodeston.  A Food Production Club Event. 
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